
 

West Monkton Church of England Primary School 
“A Place for Growing Together and Learning to Fly.” 

 
Newsletter: Summer 1, 2026 
 Dear Parents and Carers, 

Welcome back to our Summer Term! It has been wonderful to return to sunshine and warmer days, and 

it’s fair to say that children and adults alike are welcoming the joy that this brings. 

This term, our school value is gentleness, and we are helping the children to understand that, much like 

in The Lion and the Mouse story, gentleness is often about bravery and strength. Being gentle can mean 

standing up for others, staying by our friends, and choosing kindness even when it isn’t the easiest 

option. The children have especially enjoyed singing along to Ben King’s Stand By Me, which has become 

a lovely soundtrack to this message. 

With the improved weather and curriculum changes, children are making the most of learning 

outdoors—particularly through Forest School and PE. Just yesterday, one child shared with a huge smile 

how quickly they managed to run around the track, a perfect reminder of how physical activity can boost 

both confidence and wellbeing. 

Staff News 

I am absolutely delighted to share some wonderful personal news—during the Easter holidays, Mr 

Smart got married! Please do join me in congratulating Mr and Mrs Smart, and in wishing them a 

lifetime of happiness (see photo). 

I am also pleased to welcome Mrs Nicholas, who has joined us this term as a Higher Level Teaching 

Assistant. She has settled in brilliantly and is already proving to be a real asset to our team. 

Year 6 SATs 

In the week after next, our incredible Year 6 children will be sitting their end of Key Stage 2 assessments 

(SATs). I want to take this opportunity to acknowledge the hard work, resilience and determination they 

have shown. We are immensely proud of every one of them. This is their chance to shine—and I have no 

doubt they will shine brightly. Year 6, the whole school community is behind you! 

Finally, if you are out and about this term, do keep an eye out for our Year 5 pupils as they take part in 

their Bikeability course. You may spot some very familiar faces—children and adults alike! 😉 

In the meantime, I wish you all well and look forward to seeing you throughout the term. 

Warmest wishes,  

 

Helen Newstead 

Headteacher 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

DATES FOR YOUR 
DIARY 

 
Bank Holiday  -

04.05.26  
 

No school this day 

 
Year 6 Bowling Trip  

 
15.05.26 

 
KS2 The Oak 

Partnership Trust 
Choir Performance at 

the Tacchi Morris  
 

18.05.26 

 
Inset Day - 22.05.26 

 
Half Term  

25.05.26 – 29.05.26 
 

Inset Day – 01.06.26 
 

Return to School – 
02.06.26 

 

Bikeability – Year 5 
students  

 
05.05.26 – 08.05.26 

Bikeabiltiy – Year 6 
students 

 
18.05.26 – 21.05.26 

Year 5 Strike and 
Field Festival at 
Monkton Wood 

Academy  
 

21.05.26 



 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

   
 
 
 

 

  

 

“Learn continuously! There is always one more thing to learn.” 

 

 
 
 

This half term the Snowy and Tawny Owls are 
setting sail to learn all about pirates, the layers 

of the ocean and the sea creatures that live 
there. We started the topic by all dressing up as 
pirates and learning the History around them. 

We will then move onto comparing the seaside 
from the past to how it is now and then learn all 

about how the ocean is made up of different 
layers. 

 
During CLL, the children will begin to learn 

about verbs in order to write their very own sea 
creature poem. 

 
In Maths we will be exploring money, addition, 
subtraction and continuing our number skills. 

 
 I can't wait to see how they take all skills learnt 
so far and show it independently in all of their 

work. 
 
 
 

 
 

This half term Year 1's learning centres around 
'Protecting our planet' where we learn about, 

seasons, weather and climate. As part of this work 
we will visit the community garden and have forest 
school sessions where we look at things we do that 

can positively affect our environment. 
 

In maths we are learning about measure and 
continuing to work on addition and subtraction. 

We continue to build our knowledge of phonics to 
support reading and writing, whilst sharing some 

great stories including Supertato and The 
Extraordinary Gardener. 

 
We look forward to ending this half term by show 
casing some of our work to our parents on the last 
day of term. We continue to love arts and crafts in 

Year 1 so if anyone is clearing out and has any 
stickers, paint, paper etc. please consider donating 

them to us. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

This half term, the children will be 
busy learning across a range of 

exciting subjects. In science, they are 
exploring animals, including humans, 

and discovering how living things 
grow and survive. In writing, they are 

developing their skills by creating 
non-chronological reports, focusing 

on clear structure and factual 
language. Geography lessons have 

taken them all the way to Antarctica, 
where they are learning about its 
unique environment and wildlife. 
Meanwhile, in maths, the children 
are building their understanding of 
fractions and how they are used in 

everyday life. 
 
 
 
 

Year 2 have a Science focus this half-term on 
'Plants'. We will investigate what plants need for 
growth, the structure of plants and how they can 

be grouped. The Community Garden have very 
kindly donated some plants for us to use in school 

- we are very grateful for these donations! 
 

Our CLL key text is 'The Selfish Giant'. We will be 
using the fantastic vocabulary from the story to 
help us produce our own setting descriptions. 

 
Whilst in Maths, we are developing our knowledge 

of money, and learning about fractions and 
time.  In PSHE we are learning about relationships; 
this includes thinking about families, friendships, 

physical contact and trust. 
 

We are combining our learning about plants with 
our Art skills, to invite Year 2 parents to our West 

Monkton Flower Show at the end of the half-term! 
Our art projects are already underway and we 

have been impressed with the children's 
perseverance so far. 

 
 

SNOWY & TAWNY OWLS PELICAN & YELLOW WAGTAILS 

PEACOCK & FALCON ROBIN & PUFFIN 



  
“Learn continuously! There is always one more thing to learn.” 

 
This half term, Year 4 will be 
taking a journey through the 

decades as we explore changes in 
Britain all the way from the 

1950's until modern day! 
 

 We will be exploring changes in 
technology, leadership and 

societal changes through time.  
 

We cannot wait to celebrate this 
learning with our Decade Dance 

at the end of the half term. 
 

 

 

This half-term, year fives will be investigating 

the enquiry question, 'How Amazing were the 

Aztecs?' Children will learn about their origin, 

culture and the Aztec influence on our world 

today. 

 

Pupils will learn about the Aztec calendar which 

involved the fifth sun god; Aztec foods and that 

they ate a lot of the same foods as we do today 

(for example, avocado, corn, chili peppers, 

popcorn) and the construction of chinampas 

(floating gardens) to support their farming and 

survival.   

 

Pupils will also be learning about the impact of 

Herman Cortez's invasion. 

For our fabulous finish, Y5s will be publishing a 

class myth anthology and display it in the school 

library for our school community to enjoy. 

 

 

 

Year 6 have been working extremely hard all 

year in preparation for their SATs.  We’ve 

been incredibly proud of their dedication and 

effort. To recognise all of their hard work 

and positive learning behavior’s, we’re taking 

the year group on a trip to Hollywood Bowl 

at the end of SATs' week. We'd like to take 

this opportunity to say A HUGE thank you to 

our amazing PTA who have generously 

offered to cover the cost of the trip, which 

will include lunch at the venue. 

 

After a busy SATs week, we’ll be shifting our 

focus to writing to complete the Year 6 

curriculum. We will also be continuing our 

rehearsals for our production of Shrek – we 

can’t wait to see it all come together! Lots to 

look forward to for our wonderful Year 6 

pupils! 

 

CRANE & RED KITE BUZZARD & MAGPIE 

KESTREL & EAGLE 



 

Family Learning 
 

We have a lot of wonderful opportunities for families to come into school and have fun with their children. Please look 
out for emails with adverts for more information. 

 
Summary of events... 

 
Ukelele for KS2 families - Tuesdays 5th and 12th May 3:15 

See previous advert and quick link is 
here: https://sslcourses.uk/CourseDetailsView.asp?ID1=1100&ID2=2164&ID3=1 

 
Whisk Together - Family cooking Tuesday 5th May 1.30-3:30 

Quick line to sign up: https://ebsontrackprospect-somerset.tribal-
ebs.com/Order/CreateOrder?uioids_inlist=3307 

 
Family Bites and delights cooking course Friday 1st, 8th and 15th May 3:15 

Some spaces still available email Mrs. Lawrence family.learning@wm.oak.education for more information. 
 

Sports Day Ready - Monday 8th, 15th, 22nd and 29th June 3:15 
See advert attached and quick link is here: https://ebsontrackprospect-somerset.tribal-

ebs.com/Order/CreateOrder?uioids_inlist=2949 
 

Art and craft session Wednesday 20th May 3:15 
More information to follow from Miss Steele 

 
Stay and Play session - Friday 19th June 8.45 

An opportunity for Reception families to find out about Year 1. More information to follow. 
 

Embracing change - Wednesday 17th June 3:15 
Helping to support children as they transition to different year groups. More information to follow from Mrs Shaw. 

 
Secondary Transition - Thursday 4th, 11th ,18th June 3:15 

Course of 3 sessions to support our Year 6's with transition to secondary school. More information to follow. Quick 
link https://ebsontrackprospect-somerset.tribal-ebs.com/Order/CreateOrder?uioids_inlist=3311 
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Congratulations to Moses, Albie, Teddy, and Finley, who 
recently took part in the Cheddar Rugby Festival. They 

represented themselves brilliantly throughout the event, 
showing great teamwork, determination, and 

sportsmanship. All four boys did extremely well, gave their 
best effort in every match, and should be very proud of 
their achievements. To top off a fantastic day, they each 

won a medal as a reward for all their hard work and 
commitment. Well done to all of them! 



 
 
 

Safeguarding Information 
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

Focus – The Hidden Meaning of Emoji’s – Helping Children to Stay Safe Online 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Safeguarding your child 

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please direct to one of our safeguarding team members: 

Mrs. Barton, Mrs. Newstead, Mrs. Paling, Mrs. Merrick & Mrs. Samways 

Nadia Connor (Little Herons Nursery) 

If you are worried a child is at risk of harm or in danger, please contact: 

Children’s Social Care on: 

0300 123 2224 or by email at: childrens@somerset.gov.uk 

 

mailto:childrens@somerset.gov.uk


 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

  

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Contact us: 01823 451257 office@southquantockbenefice.org.uk 

Office usually opens: Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & Friday 9am – 2pm 
Rev Jim Cox: 01823 802790: (07967817337) jimcox11@gmail.com 

mailto:office@southquantockbenefice.org.uk
mailto:jimcox11@gmail.com


 


