
 

West Monkton Church of England Primary School 
“A Place for Growing Together and Learning to Fly.” 

 

Newsletter: Summer 1, 2026 

  

Dear Parents and Carers, 

Wow—what a term it has been! It really does feel as though it has flown by. 

I would like to begin by saying a huge congratulations to our Year 6 pupils, who 

completed their SATs this term. They were absolutely incredible, approaching the 

week with maturity, resilience, and—most importantly—big smiles. You truly made 

me proud, and you should feel incredibly proud of yourselves too. From what I’ve 

heard, they even managed to really enjoy the experience, especially the 

well-deserved celebrations at the end! 

Staffing News 

This term, I am delighted to welcome two new members of staff to our team: Mrs 

Rebekka Moore and Miss Kerrie Hemburrow. Both have hit the ground running 

and are already proving to be fantastic additions to our school community. 

As you know, following my announcement about leaving at the end of this 

academic year, this week has been a hive of activity across the school, with 

recruitment processes underway for key leadership roles. Please be assured that the 

Trust is being proactive in securing these positions, and we hope to share further 

updates regarding staffing for September when we return after half-term. 

Once again, the children have surpassed themselves this term—engaging positively 

in their learning both in and out of the classroom. A shout-out to those children 

who have completed their Bikeability! And to those children who shared so much of 

their learning with me as part of this newsletter. Please do take a moment to hear 

their voice. It has been wonderful to see their enthusiasm and commitment 

recognised and celebrated, particularly this week with events such as our Art and 

Flower Shows, where many of you were able to join us. 

So, whilst it may have been a short term, it has certainly been a busy and rewarding 

one! I do hope you all enjoy a well-deserved break, taking time to rest and 

recharge before our final term of the year. 

Happy half-term, everyone. I look forward to welcoming you back on Tuesday, 

2nd June. 

Warmest wishes, 

Helen Newstead 

 

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR 

YOU DIARY 

Inset Day 

22.05.26 

 Bank holiday 

25.05.26  

Half Term 

26.05.26 – 

29.05.26 

Inset Day 

01.06.26 

PTA Non 

uniform day  

05.06.26 

Items for the 

rainbow raffle  

PTA Summer 

Fayre 

20.06.26 

1pm- 4pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 
“This term in Year One, I have loved forest 
school. We have fun running and sliding in 
mud. We also had a fire which was cool.” 

Theo 
 

“I loved PE with Mr Williams. Running was 
my favourite part.” Arlo 

 
“We have been learning about protecting 

our planet in science. You must not put 
litter on the ground because it hurts 

animals.” Llewellyn 
 

“We have to keep our planet clean and 
don't leave plastic stuff on the beach.” 

Rory 
 

 

“This term in Year 3, we have been learning about 

animals, particularly: pangolins, axolotl and a capybara. 

We have researched about them, finding fabulous facts. 

Did you know, Axolotl can regrow their organs? So, if 

something fell out it can simply regrow – how amazing! 

Capybaras are huge and in fact are the biggest rodents 

on Earth – like a gigantic rat! Lastly, the pangolin is 

pretty cool because it’s one of the rarest animals in the 

world and can roll up in a ball to disguise itself from 

predators and get away quickly. They also have a really 

long tongue to catch their food, including ants and 

termites. 

This term, we’ve also had Forest School, where we were 

allowed to cook a banana and add chocolate and 

marshmallows to it – it was delicious although the 

banana went really mushy. We learnt how to be safe 

around the fire, for example not to breathe in the 

smoke and turn away if it comes in your direction.” 

Amelia, Harper, Georgia & Liliana P 

PEACOCK & FALCON 

 

“This term in Year 2 we have been learning about plants 

and how they grow. Did you know, they need water, sun, 

soil and the right temperature to grow? They can take a 

long time to grow but they can also grow almost 

anywhere as long as they have the things above. We also 

looked inside of a seed and we saw juice and water come 

out of it. Seeds come in all shapes and sizes. 

In CLL, we are doing some writing to describe what’s in 

the picture. 

This term, we had Forest School and got to build dens, 

and we were lucky enough to have some pancakes. We 

warmed them up on the fire. We were allowed to put 

either: honey, sugar or chocolate chips on them – yum!  

In art, we’ve made flower patterns with clay and paper 

plates… 

 

James, Poppy, Rotimi, Amelia M & Jacob 

 

ROBIN & PUFFIN 

 

 
In Snowy and Tawny Owls the children have 
been learning about the layers of the ocean 

and sea creatures among other things. 
 

“I liked learning in maths when we used the 
rekenreks” 

 
“We learnt about dolphins. We learnt that 

they can jump and they make clicking sounds” 
 

“Fish like Nemo can swim up to 99 miles an 
hour” 

 
“I have enjoyed learning about sea creatures. 

Dolphins’ splash and jump in the sea” 
 
 

Blake, Bluebell, Isabella and Albert 
 

SNOWY & TAWNY OWLS PELICAN & YELLOW WAGTAILS 

Catch Up with Mrs Newstead... 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“This term in Year 4, we have been learning about a 

‘Journey Through the Decades’ On Monday, we 

celebrated with a disco through the decades. We got to 

dance to music from the 1950s – 2000s. 

I dressed up as Michael Jackson - Sienna 

I dressed up as Metallica - Eli 

I dressed up as a dancer from the 80s - Hannah 

We were popstars from the 80s as well - Ava & Elsie 

We’ve also been learning about holiday locations to help 

Mr Smart choose a place for his honeymoon. 😊 We 

researched about Sicily and designed a brochure for him. 

My airline was called, ‘Dazzling Dino Destinations’ 

Our favourite thing this term was eating Italian food, Miss 

Steele made an Italian cake – Yum!” 

Sienna, Hannah, Eli, Ava & Elsie 

CRANE & RED KITE 

This term in Year Five we have been learning about 

the Aztecs. They lived many years ago in Ancient 

Mexico. Some of their descendants are still alive 

today. Did you know, Aztecs worshipped many Gods 

and Goddesses and as part of this every day 

conducted a human sacrifice – in other words they 

would execute them? Thank goodness we do not live 

like this now! 

A really disgusting fact about the Aztecs is: if they 

lost a match for example, in a game a bit like 

football; the captain would get sacrificed and then 

the rest of the losing team would have to eat his 

toenails and play with his decapitated head – This is 

beyond unbelievable! 

A really interesting fact is that during their time they 

were longing for a sign from God to help them find a 

place to settle. This came in the form of an eagle 

that perched on a cactus and is why today an eagle is 

on the Mexican flag. This has been one of our 

favourite topics! 

Penny, Sylvie, Mishael, Noah W 

 

BUZZARD & MAGPIE 

 

“This term in Year 6, we have been learning about a lot of maths and doing lots of revision. We 
studied angles, percentages, algebra, fractions, decimals, powers of 10 – the list is endless! 

In CLL, having read the book, ‘The Paper Man’ we wrote our own narrative based on this story 
but with different characters. My characters were: Harry and Alex Bobtraps (Harry ES) 

My characters were: Ivy and Oscar who were particularly naughty and mischievous (Molly) 

Did you know our performance this year is Shrek Junior the Musical? It’s going to be great! Miss 
Rarity is doing an amazing job with the props and Pinocchio is hilarious! 

To celebrate end of SATs we went to Hollywood Bowl. It was good fun. Unfortunately for 
William, his burger was accidentally thrown away so he had a chicken nugget instead! 

We can’t wait for our final term, going on residential, performing in Shrek and we love our new 
hoodies! 

 

Harry E-S, Emily, Molly L & Marley 

 

KESTREL & EAGLE 

Catch Up with Mrs Newstead... 



 

 

 

Safeguarding Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

The focus of our safeguarding newsletter is on the importance of sleep and regular routines.  

 

 

 

Safeguarding your child 

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please direct to one of our safeguarding team members: 

Mrs Barton, Mrs. Newstead, Mrs. Paling, Mrs. Merrick & Mrs. Samways 

Nadia Connor (Little Herons Nursery) 

If you are worried a child is at risk of harm or in danger, please contact: 

Children’s Social Care on: 0300 123 2224 or by email at: childrens@somerset.gov.uk 

mailto:childrens@somerset.gov.uk


 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 

  



 



 


