
 

West Monkton Church of England Primary School 
“A Place for Growing Together and Learning to Fly.” 

 
                 Summer 2, 2026 

Dear Parents and Carers,       

As I sit down to write this final newsletter message of the academic year, I am very aware of the significance it 

holds for me personally. This is my last message to you as Headteacher of West Monkton, and it is one 

written with immense pride and heartfelt gratitude. 

Being Headteacher of West Monkton has been the greatest privilege of my career and, without question, the 

role of which I am most proud. Over these last few weeks, I have been reminded time and again of what 

makes West Monkton so special. Whilst there is much I will miss, it is the children, families and the incredible 

staff team who will remain firmly in my heart. You are truly blessed to have a team of people who are wholly 

committed to the children they serve and who care deeply about helping them thrive. My main message to you 

all is simply thank you. 

Thank you for entrusting us with your children. Thank you for working alongside us, supporting school events, 

encouraging reading at home, celebrating achievements and reassuring your children through life's ups and 

downs. The partnership between home and school is invaluable, and I have always been grateful for the 

support you have given me and the wider school team. 

I would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our wonderful PTA. Through their hard work and your 

continued support, significant funds have been raised to provide additional opportunities and enrichment for 

our children. Their contribution to school life is truly appreciated. 

As we reach the end of the year, as you know, we also say goodbye to Mrs Manning, Miss Handel and Mrs 

Glasspool. We thank them for all they have contributed to our school community and wish them every 

success and happiness in the future. 

'Shout out to both Mr Smart and Mr Williams, who together have helped the school secure the Gold School 

Games Mark award for a third year - Platinum here we come!  

 

We would also like to say a huge thank you to Mr Williams who has supported every child with their physical 

development. He is moving on to complete his teacher training at another Primary School within the Trust. We 

wish him all best and can’t to hear all about it. 

 

2 decades of incredible service! 

 

Our wonderful Mrs Lawrence has completed 20years at West Monkton School. As you know she is our 

community champion and someone I know you all hold dear, we're are so grateful for all she does and hope 

there are many more years to come!! 

This term has been packed with memorable experiences. Our Year 6 children were simply outstanding in 

their performance of Shrek, and I am sure all who attended would agree it was a production to remember. 

They have also been fantastic role models throughout their residential experience and have represented our 

school brilliantly. 

The fun has continued with Sports Days this week, and I would like to thank you for your flexibility and support 

with the arrangements so that these important events could go ahead. Next week brings yet more excitement, 

with trips, an on-site camp and our leavers' services, before everyone enjoys a well-earned summer break. 

We have also continued work on developing our school website. Although this remains a work in progress, I 

would particularly encourage parents and carers to look at the updated SEND information, which has been 

redesigned to be more supportive and accessible for families. 

Click here for SEND Webpage 

 

As I leave, I do so in good faith that the future of West Monkton is in good hands and know that together, the 

school will continue to flourish. 

That just leaves me to say one final, heartfelt thank you and to wish you all the most wonderful summer. 

Thank you for your kindness, trust and support over the years. 

West Monkton, you have left a mark on my heart that I will carry with me always …. 

Mrs Newstead  

 

 

 

 

DATES FOR 

YOU DIARY 

Inset Days  

3rd, 4th & 7th of 

September 

2026 

Return to 

School 

8th of 

September  

https://www.westmonktonschool.co.uk/send


 

 

 

 

As we come to the end of this academic year, we say a heartfelt goodbye to our 

wonderful Headteacher, Mrs Newstead.  

 

Mrs Newstead has led our school with vision, passion and unwavering dedication for 

the past three years, although she has been a valued part of our school community 

for the last ten years. Throughout her time with us, she has inspired children, staff 

and families alike. Her strength, kindness, patience and unwavering commitment to 

making our school a place where we grow together and learn to fly, will leave a 

lasting legacy. She truly is one of a kind!  

 

We will treasure the wonderful memories we have shared, and she will always be a 

part of our school family. While we are incredibly sad to say goodbye to Mrs 

Newstead, we do so with immense gratitude and warmest wishes. Although we will 

miss her greatly, we know she will be an exceptional Headteacher in her new school - 

they are incredibly lucky to have her.  

 

On behalf of our entire school community, thank you for everything you have done 

for us at West Monkton! We wish you every happiness and success as you begin this 

exciting new chapter. Good luck Mrs Newstead! 

 

From The Senior Leadership Team  

  



 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 

 

 

 

  

 
 

“We have been enjoying lots of assemblies.” 
 

“I have loved being a school councillor this half term.” 
 

“We are looking forward to next year and our school 
trip!” 

 
Lily, Finn & Kitana 

 
“We have been doing great writing. My favourite 

story was Billy's bucket.” 
 

“I am looking forward to Year 2 because Miss 
Newstead is really nice and we can learn lots on the 

board.” 
 

“I like playing with my friends and am looking 
forward to going on our trip to the forest.” 

 
Llewellyn, Lulu & Ella 

 

 

 

“This final term in Year 3, we have been learning about 

the Tudors. We wrote a biography about King Henry  

VIII. Did you know he loved music, sports and had not 

just 1 or 2 but 6 wives?  We know all their names: 

Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, Jane Seymour, 

Catherine Howard, Anne of Cleves and Catherine Parr, 

who was his last wife and outlived him. He actually 

beheaded two of his wives, just because they didn’t give 

him a son who could be heir to his throne. How cruel! 

Did you also know he had over 50 palaces? We would 

describe him as a mean and greedy man.  

I’m going to miss year 3, particularly the teachers! 

In year 4, we are most excited about the Romans and 

the camping on the school field – it looked so much fun! 

Sophia, Harry, Brodie, Amelie 

 

 

PEACOCK & FALCON 

“This term in Year 2, we have been learning about the 

Victorian times, seaside (including fish and turtles) and 

holidays, and this week we got to visit the beach. The 

best thing was watching Mrs Manning hitting her spade 

against the bucket to scare the seagulls away! 

In maths, we learnt about positioning – how to turn left, 

right, go forwards and backwards, in between and criss-

cross (diagonally).  We used Paddington to show his 

journey on a grid. 

We are going to most CLL and the teachers. We are 

looking forward to doing French in Year 3.” 

Indiana, Moses, Gracie, Jesse 

 

ROBIN & PUFFIN 

 

“I loved dinos when we learnt about them a while 

ago, I liked seeing the crocodiles when we went on 

the coach to see all the animals.” 

 “I liked learning about the animals around the 

world. I also liked it when it was sports day 

because liked getting the stickers and running.” 

“My favourite memory in tawny Owls is playing in 

the role play area – in the house corner.” 

My favourite memory in Tawny Owls is space day. 

There was a pretend spaceship.” 

Olive, James, Albie & Matylda 

SNOWY & TAWNY OWLS PELICAN & YELLOW WAGTAILS 

Catch Up with Mrs Newstead... 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“This final term in Year 4, we have had the best time ever, 

because there have been so many fun activities including 

our first ever sleep over and camp on the field! We loved 

making pendants, playing kinball, the relay race where we 

had to dunk our heads in the water and we got to have 

some yummy pancakes. 

Did you know that some children ate bugs! – Yuk! 

Over this term, we have also been learning about 

rainforests and the importance of saving them because 

they are so important for our planet because they provide 

‘a home’ to thousands of different species of animals, 

insects, birds and reptiles. 

Our fondest memories of Year 4 are: having a chocolatier, 

art during Charlie and Chocolate factory and the Stone 

Age Day. 

Lukas, Ollie, Shiloh and Layla 

 

 

CRANE & RED KITE 

 

“This final term in Year 5, we have been learning 

about ‘Pig Heart Boy’. This is a book about a boy who 

had his heart replaced with a pig’s heart and not just 

once but twice! He needed this because the heart he 

was born with was failing at just 13 years of age! At 

one point, sadly, he didn’t even want to live 

anymore until his grandma gave him some much -

needed words of wisdom. This gave him a new 

incentive to live. Although this book can leave you 

with mixed feelings, it’s definitely one to read! 

In Science, we learnt about how the heart works and 

its vital job as part of the circulatory system. 

Essentially the heart pumps blood around our body so 

our muscles and more importantly, so we can 

breathe! It’s just fascinating!” 

Something really cool was that a nurse came in and 

dissected an ox’s heart to show us all of the working 

parts, for some children they were a little ‘grossed 

out’…” 😊 

Ruben B, Ethan, Gracie & Mia 

BUZZARD & MAGPIE 

 

“This final term of our primary school years, we have been learning about the Monmouth 
Rebellion where Monmouth's dad was king and Monmouth was next in line to be on the throne. 
However, the King’s brother, James, took the crown, denying Monmouth and in turn infuriating 
him, so he rebelled. Unfortunately, due to his rebellion, he was executed by a Judge. This took 

place in the17th century in the South West of England, including Somerset! 

We agree the best thing from this term, was the performance of Shrek! It was so much fun, and 
didn’t feel like it was learning. The best bit was when Logan, aka Donkey, arrived on stage 
undressed! In practice, there were so many funny moments with children getting their lines 

wrong and speaking in their acting voices. 

Residential – was tiring but again so much fun, the lake was really cool! 

We loved our final celebratory events, like teachers vs Y6 for football and rounders along with 
going to Hollywood Bowl after SATs. 

We have SO many memories to take with us! 

Year 5 – enjoy it while you can because time flies when you’re having fun!” 

 

Harry E, William, Yasmine and Tillie  

 

KESTREL & EAGLE 

Catch Up with Mrs Newstead... 



 

 

 

Safeguarding Information 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Safeguarding your child 

If you have any safeguarding concerns, please direct to one of our safeguarding team members: 

Mrs Barton, Mrs. Newstead, Mrs. Paling, Mrs. Merrick & Mrs. Samways 

Nadia Connor (Little Herons Nursery) 

If you are worried a child is at risk of harm or in danger, please contact: 

Children’s Social Care on: 0300 123 2224 or by email at: childrens@somerset.gov.uk 

mailto:childrens@somerset.gov.uk


 

 

 

 

Stranger danger or safety awareness? 

Stranger danger is a phrase which has been used for many years by parents to teach children to be aware of 

the dangers posed by people they don’t know - strangers. However, the phrase ‘stranger danger’ is 

beginning to fall out of fashion with some parents arguing that teaching children that strangers are 

dangerous can be detrimental to children’s mental health and wellbeing. Some parents have explained that 

their children have developed fear/anxiety for all strangers. Instead of ‘stranger danger’ there is a growing 

view that children should be taught ‘clever never goes’ instead. 

So what should we teach our children? 

Whatever phrase you use, it is important to discuss scenarios with children and keep the conversation going 

when out and about too. For example, if you start chatting to a ‘stranger’ in a shop queue, explain to your 

child that although you don’t know them it is ok to talk- it’s polite. Explain what is ok and what is not ok; 

it’s ok to talk but it’s not ok to go off with them. Use scenarios to discuss what choices children should and 

shouldn’t make. For example, if Billy’s mum offers to give you a lift home from the park, what do you do? 

The answers may vary from person to person. What should you do/not do? Set some ground rules. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

  



 

🎉 Celebrating Incredible Achievements! 🎉 

 

A huge congratulations to Moses and Acer on their fantastic achievement in completing the Race 

for Life! 🏃💜 

🏅 Moses successfully completed the 5K, while Acer proudly completed the 3K – an amazing 

accomplishment for them both. 

💜 An extra special well done goes to these inspiring young fundraisers, who each raised over £250 

for Cancer Research UK. Their incredible generosity will help support vital, life-saving cancer 

research and make a real difference to so many lives. 

🌟 We are incredibly proud of your determination, kindness, and commitment to such a 

meaningful cause. You have shown what can be achieved through hard work, compassion, and 

perseverance. 

👏💜 Well done, Moses and Acer – you are both true superstars! 

🌟 

 

Another massive congratulations to Elliot and Oscar on their fantastic achievement in completing 

their recent fundraising activity in support of Cancer Research 💜 

💜 Both boys took part with great enthusiasm, determination, and commitment, and they did an 

amazing job throughout. Their hard work and willingness to help such an important cause have made 

us incredibly proud. 

🌟 Not only have they helped to raise money for vital cancer research, but they have also shown 

kindness, resilience, and a wonderful sense of community spirit. 

They should be very proud of what they have accomplished, and we are delighted to celebrate their 

success. Well done, Elliot and Oscar – you are both superstars! 

 

👏💜 Well done, Elliot and Oscar – you are both true superstars! 

🌟 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A huge congratulations to Mrs Enright and her incredible team, who completed a 
Marathon Walk of 26.2 miles recently in an impressive 13 hours and 20 minutes! 

The challenge was undertaken to raise funds for Eclipse Elite Twirlers, the talented twirling 
troupe that many of you may have enjoyed watching perform at our PTA Summer Fete. 

This fundraising effort will help support the troupe with future performances, costumes and 
opportunities. 

We are immensely proud of Mrs Enright and everyone involved for taking on such an 
inspiring challenge. Their determination and commitment are truly commendable. Well done 

to all on this fantastic achievement! 

 

 

 

  



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
The 2026 Summer Reading Challenge is Read to the Beat, delivered by The Reading 
Agency in partnership with public libraries and powered by Universal Music Group 

UK. The theme inspires children to explore the connection between stories and 
songs, discovering how reading and music both ignite imagination and creativity. 

This year’s Challenge is brought to life with illustrations by award-winning author and 
illustrator, Harry Woodgate, and will launch on 20 June in Scotland and 4 July in 

England and Wales. 
Children can take part for FREE, either at the library OR online: 

 In the summer months (July-September) you can sign up at your local 
library and take part in person. A librarian will give you a special sticker booklet 
and help you find books to read. You'll collect special stickers and rewards for 

your reading. 
OR 

 You can take part online by signing up on the official Challenge website. You'll 
set up a profile with a reading goal and log your books. When you reach your 

goal, you will unlock a virtual badge and certificate. 
Please note, the in-person and online Challenges are separate. Physical incentives like 

medals are only available via the library, for those taking part in the in-person 
Challenge. 

https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/library-zone
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/library-zone


 



 



 



  



 

 

 

 


