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Summer 2, 2026

Dear Parents and Carers,

As | sit down to write this final newsletter message of the academic year, | am very aware of the significance it
holds for me personally. This is my last message to you as Headteacher of West Monkton, and it is one
written with immense pride and heartfelt gratitude.

Being Headteacher of West Monkton has been the greatest privilege of my career and, without question, the
role of which | am most proud. Over these last few weeks, | have been reminded time and again of what
makes West Monkton so special. Whilst there is much | will miss, it is the children, families and the incredible
staff team who will remain firmly in my heart. You are truly blessed to have a team of people who are wholly
committed to the children they serve and who care deeply about helping them thrive. My main message to you
all is simply thank you.

Thank you for entrusting us with your children. Thank you for working alongside us, supporting school events,
encouraging reading at home, celebrating achievements and reassuring your children through life's ups and
downs. The partnership between home and school is invaluable, and | have always been grateful for the
support you have given me and the wider school team.

| would also like to extend a heartfelt thank you to our wonderful PTA. Through their hard work and your
continued support, significant funds have been raised to provide additional opportunities and enrichment for
our children. Their contribution to school life is truly appreciated.

As we reach the end of the year, as you know, we also say goodbye to Mrs Manning, Miss Handel and Mrs
Glasspool. We thank them for all they have contributed to our school community and wish them every
success and happiness in the future.

'Shout out to both Mr Smart and Mr Williams, who together have helped the school secure the Gold School
Games Mark award for a third year - Platinum here we come!

We would also like to say a huge thank you to Mr Williams who has supported every child with their physical
development. He is moving on to complete his teacher training at another Primary School within the Trust. We

wish him all best and can’t to hear all about it.

2 decades of incredible service!

Our wonderful Mrs Lawrence has completed 20years at West Monkton School. As you know she is our
community champion and someone | know you all hold dear, we're are so grateful for all she does and hope
there are many more years to come!!

This term has been packed with memorable experiences. Our Year 6 children were simply outstanding in
their performance of Shrek, and | am sure all who attended would agree it was a production to remember.
They have also been fantastic role models throughout their residential experience and have represented our
school brilliantly.

The fun has continued with Sports Days this week, and | would like to thank you for your flexibility and support
with the arrangements so that these important events could go ahead. Next week brings yet more excitement,
with trips, an on-site camp and our leavers' services, before everyone enjoys a well-earned summer break.

We have also continued work on developing our school website. Although this remains a work in progress, |
would particularly encourage parents and carers to look at the updated SEND information, which has been
redesigned to be more supportive and accessible for families.

Click here for SEND Webpage

As | leave, | do so in good faith that the future of West Monkton is in good hands and know that together, the
school will continue to flourish.

That just leaves me to say one final, heartfelt thank you and to wish you all the most wonderful summer.
Thank you for your kindness, trust and support over the years.

West Monkton, you have left a mark on my heart that | will carry with me always ....

Mrs Newstead

DATES FOR
YOU DIARY

Inset Days

31, 4 & 7' of
September
2026

Return to
School

8t of
September



https://www.westmonktonschool.co.uk/send

As we come to the end of this academic year, we say a heartfelt goodbye to our
wonderful Headteacher, Mrs Newstead.

Mrs Newstead has led our school with vision, passion and unwavering dedication for
the past three years, although she has been a valued part of our school community
for the last ten years. Throughout her time with us, she has inspired children, staff
and families alike. Her strength, kindness, patience and unwavering commitment to

making our school a place where we grow together and learn to fly, will leave a
lasting legacy. She truly is one of a kind!

We will treasure the wonderful memories we have shared, and she will always be a
part of our school family. While we are incredibly sad to say goodbye to Mrs
Newstead, we do so with immense gratitude and warmest wishes. Although we will
miss her greatly, we know she will be an exceptional Headteacher in her new school -
they are incredibly lucky to have her.

On behalf of our entire school community, thank you for everything you have done
for us at West Monkton! We wish you every happiness and success as you begin this
exciting new chapter. Good luck Mrs Newstead!

From The Senior Leadership Team ©




“I loved dinos when we learnt about them a while
ago, | liked seeing the crocodiles when we went on
the coach to see all the animals.”

“| liked learning about the animals around the
world. | also liked it when it was sports day
because liked getting the stickers and running.”

“My favourite memory in tawny Owls is playing in
the role play area — in the house corner.”

My favourite memory in Tawny Owls is space day.
There was a pretend spaceship.”

Olive, James, Albie & Matylda

“This term in Year 2, we have been learning about the
Victorian times, seaside (including fish and turtles) and
holidays, and this week we got to visit the beach. The
best thing was watching Mrs Manning hitting her spade
against the bucket to scare the seagulls away!

In maths, we learnt about positioning — how to turn left,
right, go forwards and backwards, in between and criss-
cross (diagonally). We used Paddington to show his
journey on a grid.

We are going to most CLL and the teachers. We are
looking forward to doing French in Year 3.”

Indiana, Moses, Gracie, Jesse

“We have been enjoying lots of assemblies.”
“I have loved being a school councillor this half term.”

“We are looking forward to next year and our school
trip!”

Lily, Finn & Kitana

“We have been doing great writing. My favourite
story was Billy's bucket.”

“l am looking forward to Year 2 because Miss
Newstead is really nice and we can learn lots on the
board.”

“I like playing with my friends and am looking
forward to going on our trip to the forest.”

Llewellyn, Lulu & Ella

“This final term in Year 3, we have been learning about
the Tudors. We wrote a biography about King Henry
VIII. Did you know he loved music, sports and had not

just 1 or 2 but 6 wives? We know all their names:

Catherine of Aragon, Anne Boleyn, Jane Seymour,
Catherine Howard, Anne of Cleves and Catherine Parr,
who was his last wife and outlived him. He actually
beheaded two of his wives, just because they didn’t give
him a son who could be heir to his throne. How cruel!

Did you also know he had over 50 palaces? We would
describe him as a mean and greedy man.

I’'m going to miss year 3, particularly the teachers!

In year 4, we are most excited about the Romans and
the camping on the school field — it looked so much fun!

Sophia, Harry, Brodie, Amelie




“This final term in Year 4, we have had the best time ever,
because there have been so many fun activities including
our first ever sleep over and camp on the field! We loved
making pendants, playing kinball, the relay race where we
had to dunk our heads in the water and we got to have
some yummy pancakes.

Did you know that some children ate bugs! — Yuk!

Over this term, we have also been learning about
rainforests and the importance of saving them because
they are so important for our planet because they provide
‘a home’ to thousands of different species of animals,
insects, birds and reptiles.

Our fondest memories of Year 4 are: having a chocolatier,
art during Charlie and Chocolate factory and the Stone
Age Day.

Lukas, Ollie, Shiloh and Layla

“This final term in Year 5, we have been learning
about ‘Pig Heart Boy’. This is a book about a boy who
had his heart replaced with a pig’s heart and not just
once but twice! He needed this because the heart he
was born with was failing at just 13 years of age! At

one point, sadly, he didn’t even want to live
anymore until his grandma gave him some much -
needed words of wisdom. This gave him a new
incentive to live. Although this book can leave you
with mixed feelings, it’s definitely one to read!

In Science, we learnt about how the heart works and
its vital job as part of the circulatory system.
Essentially the heart pumps blood around our body so
our muscles and more importantly, so we can
breathe! It’s just fascinating!”

Something really cool was that a nurse came in and
dissected an ox’s heart to show us all of the working
parts, for some children they were a little ‘grossed

out’...” @

Ruben B, Ethan, Gracie & Mia

“This final term of our primary school years, we have been learning about the Monmouth
Rebellion where Monmouth's dad was king and Monmouth was next in line to be on the throne.
However, the King’s brother, James, took the crown, denying Monmouth and in turn infuriating
him, so he rebelled. Unfortunately, due to his rebellion, he was executed by a Judge. This took

place in the17th century in the South West of England, including Somerset!

We agree the best thing from this term, was the performance of Shrek! It was so much fun, and
didn’t feel like it was learning. The best bit was when Logan, aka Donkey, arrived on stage
undressed! In practice, there were so many funny moments with children getting their lines

wrong and speaking in their acting voices.

Residential - was tiring but again so much fun, the lake was really cool!

We loved our final celebratory events, like teachers vs Y6 for football and rounders along with
going to Hollywood Bowl after SATs.

We have SO many memories to take with us!

Year 5 - enjoy it while you can because time flies when you’re having fun!”

Harry E, William, Yasmine and Tillie




Safeguarding Information

SUN SAFETY TIPS
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Bike/scooter Safety

Children are so whizzy on bikes and scooters; they often appear fearless and love to race
ahead. It's important to teach children some basic safety tips to keep them safe when out and
about, even if you are with them.

« Children should wear helmets to protect their developing brains. You may want your child to

wear wrist/knee pads too

* Be bright, be seen — wear high visibility clothing to ensure other road/path users can see you
coming

« Stop, look, listen, LIVE! — Know when to stop. Always come to a complete stop at kerbs and

walk across the road. Don't cycle or scoot

* Be considerate — think about other path users and beware when crossing.

What if | get lost?
The main thing to do is not panic. Make sure that whenever you go somewhere new, plan and
talk to your child about what they should do if you become separated.
« Identify a meeting place - this could be the front door, last place you saw each other, help
desk
» Identify safe adults — is it someone in a uniform? Police? Supermarket worker?

Stranger danger or safety awareness?

Stranger danger is a phrase which has been used for many years by parents to teach children to be aware of
the dangers posed by people they don’t know - strangers. However, the phrase ‘stranger danger’ is
beginning to fall out of fashion with some parents arguing that teaching children that strangers are

dangerous can be detrimental to children’s mental health and wellbeing. Some parents have explained that

their children have developed fear/anxiety for all strangers. Instead of ‘stranger danger’ there is a growing
view that children should be taught ‘clever never goes’ instead.

So what should we teach our children?

Whatever phrase you use, it is important to discuss scenarios with children and keep the conversation going
when out and about too. For example, if you start chatting to a ‘stranger’ in a shop queue, explain to your
child that although you don’t know them it is ok to talk- it’s polite. Explain what is ok and what is not ok;
it’s ok to talk but it’s not ok to go off with them. Use scenarios to discuss what choices children should and
shouldn’t make. For example, if Billy’s mum offers to give you a lift home from the park, what do you do?
The answers may vary from person to person. What should you do/not do? Set some ground rules.

Keeping
children safe
is everyone's
responsibility
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A huge congratulations to Moses and Acer on their fantastic achievement in completing the Race
for Life! R

¥ Moses successfully completed the 5K, while Acer proudly completed the 3K — an amazing
accomplishment for them both.

WP An extra special well done goes to these inspiring young fundraisers, who each raised over £250
for Cancer Research UK. Their incredible generosity will help support vital, life-saving cancer
research and make a real difference to so many lives.

% We are incredibly proud of your determination, kindness, and commitment to such a
meaningful cause. You have shown what can be achieved through hard work, compassion, and
perseverance.

WP Well done, Moses and Acer — you are both true superstars!

*

Another massive congratulations to Elliot and Oscar on their fantastic achievement in completing
their recent fundraising activity in support of Cancer Research W

W Both boys took part with great enthusiasm, determination, and commitment, and they did an
amazing job throughout. Their hard work and willingness to help such an important cause have made
us incredibly proud.

% Not only have they helped to raise money for vital cancer research, but they have also shown
kindness, resilience, and a wonderful sense of community spirit.

They should be very proud of what they have accomplished, and we are delighted to celebrate their
success. Well done, Elliot and Oscar — you are both superstars!

W Well done, Elliot and Oscar — you are both true superstars!

*




A huge congratulations to Mrs Enright and her incredible team, who completed a
Marathon Walk of 26.2 miles recently in an impressive 13 hours and 20 minutes!

The challenge was undertaken to raise funds for Eclipse Elite Twirlers, the talented twirling
troupe that many of you may have enjoyed watching perform at our PTA Summer Fete.
This fundraising effort will help support the troupe with future performances, costumes and
opportunities.

We are immensely proud of Mrs Enright and everyone involved for taking on such an
inspiring challenge. Their determination and commitment are truly commendable. Well done
to all on this fantastic achievement!




Sdmmer Reading Challenge 2026

Rlustrations © Harry Woodgate 2026, Road to the Beat & The Roading Agency 2026

The 2026 Summer Reading Challenge is Read to the Beat, delivered by The Reading
Agency in partnership with public libraries and powered by Universal Music Group
UK. The theme inspires children to explore the connection between stories and
songs, discovering how reading and music both ignite imagination and creativity.
This year’s Challenge is brought to life with illustrations by award-winning author and
illustrator, Harry Woodgate, and will launch on 20 June in Scotland and 4 July in
England and Wales.

Children can take part for FREE, either at the library OR online:

« Inthe summer months (July-September) you can sign up at your local
library and take part in person. A librarian will give you a special sticker booklet
and help you find books to read. You'll collect special stickers and rewards for
your reading.
OR
« You can take part online by signing up on the official Challenge website. You'll
set up a profile with a reading goal and log your books. When you reach your
goal, you will unlock a virtual badge and certificate.
Please note, the in-person and online Challenges are separate. Physical incentives like
medals are only available via the library, for those taking part in the in-person
Challenge.



https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/library-zone
https://summerreadingchallenge.org.uk/library-zone
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Welcome to the Somerset School Nurse Team newsletter!
The school nurse team i made up of Speciwalist Commumity Public Health Nurses,
and Assistont Proctitioners, We specialise in promoting the health and wellbeing of children and yourg people aged 5—19
yeors ond cover primery and secondary schocls across Somerset,

doing as a service, and will include topics and links relevant to physical and mental health,
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Click on the link below for

FUN ACTIVITY IDEAS..
...To help your child get ready for schooll

Are you concemned your child is not yet toliel trained
for school?

If s0, please see resource below for lots of halphul tips!

The Potty Training
o Guide -

slading Reception

Prior to starting school support can be found from your
Heaith Vistior Team:!

Contact the Health Visitor team via thelr
CHAT Health text line - 07480 635514

Helptul Tips for Bedtime
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For more
info on

|95ues
visit,
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is your child
5-19 and are you
locking for confidental
help and support?

A safe and easy way to contact
your School Nursing Team

Just oend o toxt

07480 635515
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Somerset School Nurse Team Contact Details!
Emall: schooln .uk
Tel- 0300 790 9854

Did you know constipation can be a common cause

of bedwetting?

Constipation can go unnoticad except for the bedwetting, so
ALWAYS check the bowel out first.

A full bewe!l can put pressure on the bladder which can then couse

bedwetting

Your child should be passing at least 4 soft stools o week, anything
less coddd indicate constipation and need trectment

ol -
wsae ™ Advice for children
-y -- with constipation -
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Led by the Mental Health
Suppori- Team

PARENT & CARER

WEBINARS

THRIVE. NOT JUST SURVIVE THIS SUMMER

JULY- SEPTEMPER 2026
FREE ONLINE SESSIONS

REGISTER AT:

FREE WEBINARS FOR
PARENTS & CARERS

BOOSTING
SELF-ESTEEM
& RESILIENCE

13-00-14-30 30 July 202
HELPING YOUR CHILD TO b e B

SUPPORTING YOUR
NEURODIVERGENT

= WHEN?

%:30-11:00 18" Bugast 2026

THRIA 9:30-11:00 5 August 2026 &
THRIVE e 18:G:0-19:30 20™ August 2026

18:00-19:30 13" Augast 2026 14:30-16:00 1 September 2026

oS00

REGISTER AT:

canva link/mhstsammer2026

(650 3
REGISTER AT:

[ canva. link/mhstsummer2026

In this 20 minute workshop hosted by
Somerset’s Mental Health Supgort Team, we will
explore.

v
n this 30 minate workshop hosted by Somerset's
Mental Health Support Team, we will explore

The sveryday moments that baild
confidence and emotional strength Why it is more chall lenging § for near odivergent
young fc Fetu return to school

Simple ways o encourage your child's

st e a -
trengths, falents and interests How misunderstanding of needs can impact

mental wellbeing now and in the future
Helping children cvercome negative self- )

n'<a-*dl:41d=oo \fPrde

& range of tools to help your child’s

. retarn To school
Friendships and feelings: supporting yowr

child to navigate relationships with

Where and how {0 get more sapport i
confidence and resilience % pport if

nesded
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to our FREE Family Fun Day at

BLACKBROOK LEISURE CENTRE & SPA

Fricday 14" August 11:00-14:00 = Bookings open from 27" July

Joln us for a fun doay of sports and
activities including face painting, bouncy castles
and circus workshop!

Children must be bookad In to attend
thie vant Pploase Note that spacas are limited

Agos 1-MTyrs and must be accompaniod by
an adult at all times

To book, ploase give us o oall on
O1823 333435 or scan the OR code
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FAST-PACED & FULL OF ACTION éu.....v,-ff__‘

EUERY TUESDAY
CHILDREN AGED 8-12

STREET CRICKET CLUBS:

‘~ BRIDGWATER COLLEGE ACADEMY
® 4.45PM - 5.45PM

WESTFIELD ACADEMY, YEOVIL
SPM - 6PM

WINTERSTOKE HUNDRED ACADEMY SPORTS
CENTRE, WESTON-SUPER-MARE
SPM - 6PM

WELLSPRINGS LEISURE CENTRE, TAUNTON

o 3.  SESSIONS

TO BOOK: CONTACT STEVE GASS, S  IDEAL FOR BEGINNERS
STEVE.GASS@SOMERSETCRICKETFOUNDATION.ORG SR LR il sl
01823 352266
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_m HYDE PARK SPORTS
——— GROUND
P IIT ISR SRR TR 9TH OF AUGUST, 2-4PM

COME ALONG TO THE OFFICAL OPENING OF THE
NEW SPORTS PITCHES AND PUMP TRACK.

THERE WILL BE FOOD, A BAR AND SOME FRIENDLY
CRICKET & RUGBY GAMES.

THE RIBBON CUTTING WILL TAKE PLACE AT 2PM

V EVERYONE WELCOME y.

CHAIN LN o
Weat Manktan Parish Couscil \memmen s et

“-SYOUTH CAFE =~
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For more information, please call Kate on O7505 984006
community@westmonktonparish council.gov.uk




